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Squeezing public service broadcasting from the mainsteam to the margin? EU State
Aid Policy vis-à-vis Public Service Broadcasting
Bardoel, Jo
Vochteloo, Marit

Plurality in European Public Service TV Systems
Iosifidis, Petros

The new landscape of state-owned television in the European market
Sánchez-Tabernero, Alfonso
Artero, Juan P.

What is Public Service on the Internet? Digital Challenges for Media Policy in Europe
Nord, Lars W.
Arriaza Ibarra, Karen

Broadcasting Policy in Italy’s "Second Republic": Domestic Politics and the European
Union
D'Arma, Alessandro

Public Service Broadcasting in Sarkozy’s France
Kuhn, Raymond
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Klimkiewicz, Beata

The notion of media pluralism generates a broad agreement on its importance for the democracy
process and identity formation. At the same time, its complexity and interpretational variety has
resulted in policy deadlocks, and posed serious problems for policy makers both at national and
European levels.
In principal, two readings of the term itself may be extracted from a current media policy debate:
media  pluralism  is  regarded in the  broader social and political context  -  as  a  contribution to
deliberative democracy or as a fundamental condition for a public sphere formation. Yet pluralism
is  also  seen in economic  terms  –  as  a  support  for  institutional autonomy  and free  market
mechanisms.
The traditional concept of media pluralism is  being challenged by the reconfiguration of media
systems and societal transformation resulting from the impact of digital revolution, convergence
and multiplicity of media platforms and services. In this new and very dynamic context media
pluralism presents a potential full usage of which depends on individual citizens, their ability to read
(also  critically  and against  the  production routines)  the  ‘media  script’, to  distribute  their own
messages and generate individual ways of interaction with the media services.
The proposed panel aims to compare various national policy and regulatory responses concerning
structural media pluralism. Structural media pluralism refers to a media system as a whole, and
normatively corresponds with the existence of a wide range of media outlets, organisations and
services reflecting various points of view, recognising diverse cultural representations, and offering
different ways of interaction and use.

At the level of media policy and regulation, important questions revolve around the effectiveness
of  current  regulatory  policies  and  instruments,  as  well as  recent  and  future  risks  to  media
pluralism. Following aspects will be discussed in the panel:

1. Constitutional and legal recognition of (structural/external) media pluralism

2. Independent regulatory authorities (structural media pluralism as perceived by media regulatory
authorities - MRA, competences, independence, accountability, representativeness and nomination
mechanism of MRA)

3. Regulatory policies supporting structural pluralism:
- direct or indirect support for the print and online press,
- support for non-profit broadcasters,
- access regulation and interoperability
- media ownership regulation
- competition law

4. Implementation of regulatory policies (focus on problem areas)

5. Transparency of media ownership (availability of data on media ownership, corporate control
over production and distribution as reflected in data on media ownership)

 



6. Description of changing media ownership structure (1989 – 2007) within a given market size
- number of outlets belonging to media groups,
- audience shares,
- media ownership structure: what is a share/proportion of corporate, foreign, state ownership,
media staff ownership, political party ownership, church ownership, NGO ownership, ownership by
interest groups, national and ethnic minorities, etc.)

A panel proposed by Media Policy and Regulation Working Group of COST A 30 Action: East of
West: Setting a New Central and Eastern European Media Research Agenda.

Structural media pluralism: the greek case
Leandros, Nikos

Searching for yardstick to measure concentration in the marketplace of ideas
Gálik, Mihály

Tha national radio frequency spectrum on sale?
Raycheva, Lilia

Media pluralism between market mechanism and control: the german divide
Czepek, Andrea
Ulrike Klinger, Czepek

Opening the gates: internationalization of the czech media landscape
Štotka, Václav

Spanish structural pluralism
Llorens, Carles
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Postmodernity and the Law
Braman, Sandra

Where is media policy?
Freedman, Des

Media(ted) Governance: culture, media and social cohesion in the EU
Sarikakis, Katharine

Self-regulation in European media and communications policies
Nieminen, Hannu

Managing media change through regulatory change: The withering of sector-specific
regulation in media concentration control
Just, Natascha

At the margins of internet governance: contributions from the grassroots
Hintz, Arne
Milan, Stefania
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Media market analysis. A research tool for economic and journalistic evaluations
Wallner, Cornelia

One Right – Many Aspects: The "Right to Reply" in Journalistic Ethics
Lehman, Eithan
Limor, Yehiel

The "Digital divide": a critical re-reading of term, ideological framing, European policies
Carlo, Simone

Freedom of Expression in Turkish Media: Turks Speak Against Military
Yildirim, Sumru
Turkel, Selin

 



 

< Back

< Main

 
Communication Law and Policy

National responses to challenges in media regulation

 

 

Welcome

Presentation

About ECREA

About the conference

Barcelona, the venue

General information

Conference schedule

Plenary sessions

Semiplenary sessions

Parallel sessions

Business meetings

Workshops

Associated activities

Cultural activities

 

27/11/2008 | 15:00 h. | Room 121

Chair: Donders, Karen
Respondant: -

A new crossroads for digital terrestrial television in Spain: high definition, mobile and
pay services
García Leiva, María Trinidad

Regulating Ownership: A Transatlantic Comparison
Hutchison, David

Effective communications regulation in an era of convergence? The case of premium
rate telephony and television phone-ins in the UK
Simpson, Seamus
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Humphreys, Peter

The  panel reports  research  which  explores  the  impact  on  audiovisual law  and  regulation  of
globalization, new media, technologies and digital convergence, (de)regulatory competition, and
the structural power of large media corporations. Globalization of markets is often regarded as
encouraging competition between ‘competition states’, eager to  attract investment within their
regulatory jurisdictions. Some commentators argue that, to be successful, states will engage in a
‘race to the bottom’ and remove any regulation that deters such investment. Other writers believe
that regulatory competition can actually drive regulatory standards upwards. Other writers (e.g.
Herman and McChesney in The Global Media, 1997) have drawn attention to  the rise of global
media companies whose structural power has contributed to the weakening of public broadcasting
systems worldwide. We are concerned with the impact on public service broadcasting and on what
Grant  and Wood (in Blockbusters  and Trade  Wars, 2004)  call the  ‘cultural;  policy  toolkit’  of
support measures (e.g. subsidies and tax breaks, programme and investment quotas).
Reporting the findings of their recently concluded ESRC research project, two  of the panelists
(Gibbons and Humphreys) will present papers examining the impact in Canada, France, Germany,
and UK. They test the aforementioned opposing views about regulatory change by investigating
the  deregulatory  pressures  and  the  counter-strategies  adopted  by  these  states  to  protect
pluralism  and cultural diversity  in the  media.  They  explore  the  hypothesis  that,  in  explaining
differences between our chosen states, political and legal traditions and institutions are important
factors for a path dependency of regulatory policy. The impact of regulatory competition will be
moderated depending on factors such as: the political significance of the issues, the values and
beliefs of the key actors, and the political institutional structures, including their legal traditions and
legal techniques available.
A third panelist (Alison Harcourt) will examine the hypothesis that the European Union has the
capacity either to amplify or to moderate deregulatory pressures, including those of deregulatory
competition. Studies of sectors, such as environmental policy, have suggested that the EU can
contribute to higher regulatory standards. However, studies of other sectors suggest that the EU's
overall concern with economic competition means that  it  tends to  accentuate the process of
'deregulation'.Often, the EU's regulatory capacity has been limited by (certain) Member States
jealously guarding national 'sovereignty' (e.g. social policy, industrial relations, business and capital
taxes). Harcourt’s  paper explores  the  question in relation to  cultural policy  in the  audiovisual
sector. A fourth panelist (Karen Donders) pursues this line of questioning by asking specifically if EU
state aid policy represents a challenge to public service broadcasting in the digital age.
The  final two  panellists  will  look  at  the  role  of  global institutions,  notably  the  World  Trade
Organization (WTO)  and the  General Agreement  of  Trade  in Services  (GATS), and UNESCO.
Manuel Puppis will explore potential future implications of a liberalization of audio-visual services for
European and national media regulation. The paper examines whether the expectations associated
with the new UNESCO Convention on Cultural Diversity to create a counterweight to the GATS are
realistic. He argues  that  the  convention is  unlikely  to  stop the  liberalization under the  WTO's
umbrella.  Following up on this  conclusion Caroline  Pauwels  argues  that  if  the  Convention on
Cultural Diversity will not save cultural diversity, why can’t the WTO and its framework agreements
GATT and GATS? Although the interference of WTO and its liberalisation dynamics in the audiovisual
sector is  irreversible, it  also  remains  partly  unpredictable. Margins  seem to  exist  in the  WTO

 



framework to balance out trade and non-trade concerns. The second part of the paper however
contends that more attention should be given to different country positions as a shift in position
towards a more liberal stance among important trade partners can be noticed.

Globalization, Digital Convergence, De-regulatory Competition, Public Service
Broadcasting and the ‘Cultural Policy Toolkit’; the Cases of France and Germany
Humphreys, Peter

Globalization, Digital Convergence, De-regulatory Competition and the ‘Cultural Policy
Toolkit’; the Cases of Canada and the UK
Gibbons, Thomas

Trading up? Soft governance as a counter-balance to competitive deregulation in the
EU
Harcourt, Alison

Global Media Governance between Free Trade and Cultural Diversity
Puppis, Manuel

Cultural Diversity in a Context of Interinstitutional Dialectics: Leeway or No Way?
Pauwels, Caroline

Does EU policy challenge the existence of public broadcasters in the digital age? An
analysis of the Commission’s State Aid approach to public service broadcasting
Donders, Karen
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Regulation of advertising in audio-visual media services: The impact on consumer
protection, investments, innovation and competition
Esmeijer, Jop
Poel, Martijn

EU Communication law and Culture: the future of the "Satellite and Cable" Directive
93/83
Deliyanni, Elsa

"I made my movie in Europe and all I got was public funding!". An analysis of the
economic, cultural and innovative impact of the Eurimages film fund in view of its
position in a digital landscape
De Vinck, Sophie
Pauwels, Caroline

The impact of EU Media Policies abroad: the case of Mercosur Audiovisual policy
Crusafon, Carmina
Murciano, Marcial

The European DVB-H Standard for Mobile TV: the Analysis of the Decision Making
Process in the EU and the Role of Telecom and Electronic Industry
Cullell March, Cristina

European radio policy: Laisser-faire, laisser-passer for what?
Barboutis, Christos
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Policies of subventions to press written in minority languages in Europe: the case of
the Spanish autonomous communities (2007)
Blasco Gil, José Joaquín

The new local television in Spain, Concentration, integration and market structure
Ortega, Felix

What is a Catalan film? Legal and extralegal parameters to stablish what a catalan
film is
Guerrero-Solé, Frederic
Oliva Rota, Mercè; Besalú Casademont, Reinald; Ciaurriz Velasco, Fermín

The Challenging Potential of Local Media: Lessons from China
Chin, Yik Chan
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Dancing to the Beat of a Different Drum: British Cultural Policy and the Musical Habitus
of the Nation’s ‘At-Risk’ Youth
Rimmer, Mark

The Imer Generation: Concerns and Opportunities. Authorship and Attribution in
"user-generated content". Messenger, Facebook, Tuenti and other social networks
Corredoira, Loreto
Herrero, Mónica

Competition and Audiovisual Policies as resistances to the global media sports
complex: the cases of UEFA Champions League and LFP
Ginesta Portet, Xavier
Sopena Palomar, Jordi

Eroticism, ‘Erotography’ and Pornography in Entertainment and Communications Law
Kechris, Antonis

Self Regulation and Media Literacy: Citizen-Consumers in the Digital Age
Arthurs, Jane

European Culture or a Europe of Cultures? An assessment of European Union policies
on audiovisual media and culture, and their implementation in Greece
Serafeim, Katerina

 


