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Session Details

Tuesday, September 7th, 09:00 - 10:30, Room 10

Session code: CLP01
Session title: Controversies of national media policies
Session type: Parallel Session
Section / TWG / Network: Communication Law and Policy\r

Chair
 Tim Raats, Belgium

PP 036: ‘We know that authoritarian states can do it. Can liberal democracies do it?’
Regulating online harms in the UK

 .
University of Westminster, Camri Communication And Media Research Institute, London, United Kingdom.

M. Michalis1
1

PP 038: Balkanization of the European standards – media policy and its application in
Serbia

 , .
Faculty of Political Sciences- University of Belgrade, Journalism and Communication, Belgrade, Serbia.
Faculty of Social Sciences- University of Ljubljana, Journalism, Ljubljana, Slovenia.

M. Kulic M. Milosavljevič1 2
1
2

PP 038: Balkanization of the European standards – media policy and its application in
Serbia

Co-presenter: Milica Kulic, Serbia

PP 039: Controversies of Russian media legislation in 2010s

 , A. Gureeva .
Lomonosov Moscow State University, Faculty of Journalism, Moscow, Russian Federation.

E. Vartanova1 1
1
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Session Details

Tuesday, September 7th, 11:00 - 12:30, Room 10

Session code: CLP02
Session title: Media pluralism as a multidimensional concept: Using the Media Pluralism Monitor to evaluate
and inform policies
Session type: Panel
Section / TWG / Network: Communication Law and Policy\r

Session info:
Media pluralism has always stretched beyond the market plurality dimension, including, among other
things, the protection of fundamental rights such as freedom of expression; requiring the status and
safety of journalists to perform their work without undue influence; the independence and
effectiveness of media regulators; gender equality in media structures and diversity representation in
media outputs. In today's information environments where news is increasingly accessed through
algorithmic platforms (Newman et al., 2018), media pluralism extends into the new dimension where
the impact of platforms goes even beyond the impact of media (Nenadic & Milosavljevic, 2019).
Therefore, if media pluralism, as a hallmark of healthy democracy (Brogi et al., 2018), is to be
safeguarded, policy solutions should take into account the multiple dimensions of which it is
composed and the ways these dimensions interrelate. To illustrate this complexity and to draw
insights for future policy making in this field, this panel proposes to discuss from a comparative
perspective several aspects contained in the concept of media pluralism and evaluate policies
designed to ensure and safeguard the favorable conditions. The five papers are all based on the
Media Pluralism Monitor (MPM) data, which will be released publicly in spring 2020. The MPM is a
wide-ranging research instrument designed to assess risks to media pluralism both online and offline
and considering legal, economic, political and social dimension of the phenomenon. The five rounds
of the MPM implementation across the European Union member states and candidate countries have
resulted in an unprecedented data-set on the existing legal and policy frameworks, quality of their
implementation, as well as the actual situation in practice. The data has been collected by national
media experts, assessed and referenced in a database consisting of 200 variables. The first individual
paper aims to empirically explore patterns of relationship between levels of news media
concentration, ownership transparency and editorial autonomy on the sample of 30 European
countries. The second paper uses the case of Spain to examine whether the measures to provide
enabling environment to journalists, when adopted, can really be effectively implemented in conditions
of political instability and polarization. The third paper concerns with media and information literacy
(MIL), often praised as a key skill and capability for people to critically evaluate and actively
participate in contemporary news exchange. The paper takes a specific approach to review of MIL
policies and activities by evaluating them from the perspective of specific political and media cultures.
The fourth contribution provides a critical and comparative overview of conditions and policies related
to gender equality in the media and in online platforms. Finally, the last paper takes a further step into
reconsidering the regulatory structures to safeguard media pluralism today by exploring the possibility
of existing media authorities to play a more active role in ensuring more transparency in the
environment of online platforms. The authors are all affiliated to the the MPM project, either as part of
the team coordinating the data collection or as part of national country teams.

Chair
 Iva Nenadic, Croatia



PN 022: Market pluralism: Interplay between ownership concentration, transparency
and editorial autonomy

 , I. Nenadic , V. Stetka .
Institute of Journalism Media and Social Communication Jagiellonian University, Institute of Journalism Media

and Social Communication, Krakow, Poland.
European University Institute, Centre for Media Pluralism and Media Freedom, Florence, Italy.
Loughborough University, Communication and Media Studies, Loughborough, United Kingdom.

B. Klimkiewicz1 2 3
1

2
3

PN 023: Safety of journalists in a context of high political polarization: A case of Spain

 P. Masip , C. Ruiz , .
University Ramon Llull, School of Communication and International Relations, Barcelona, Spain.

J. Suau1 1 1
1

PN 024: Media and information literacy as a litmus test of risks to media pluralism in
Europe

 , , .
Vytautas Magnus University, Department of Public Communications Faculty of Political Science and

Diplomacy, Kaunas, Lithuania.
Rīga Stradiņš University, Department of Communication Studies, Roga, Latvia.
Tallinn University, Baltic Film Media Arts and Communication School, Tallinn, Estonia.

A. Balcytiene A. Rozukalne A. Konno1 2 3
1

2
3

PN 024: Media and information literacy as a litmus test of risks to media pluralism in
Europe

Co-presenter: Anda Rozukalne, Latvia

PN 024: Media and information literacy as a litmus test of risks to media pluralism in
Europe

Co-presenter: Andres Kõnno, Estonia

PN 025: Women and media: policies and representation

 , C. Baptista , F. Rui Cádima , L. Oliveira Martins .
NOVA University of Lisbon NOVA FCSH Portugal, ICNOVA, Lisbon, Portugal.
NOVA FCSH, ICNOVA, Lisbon, Portugal.

M. Torres Da Silva1 2 2 2
1
2

PN 026: The changing role of media regulators

 , P. Valcke , E. Brogi .
KU Leuven, Centre for IT & IP Law, Leuven, Belgium.
European University Institute, Centre for Media Pluralism and Media Freedom, Florence, Italy.

I. Lambrecht1 1 2
1
2
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Session Details

Tuesday, September 7th, 13:30 - 15:00, Room 10

Session code: CLPBM
Session title: Communication Law and Policy
Session type: Business Meeting
Section / TWG / Network: Communication Law and Policy\r



Session Details

Tuesday, September 7th, 17:00 - 18:30, Room 10

Session code: CLP03
Session title: Public service media policies and communication rights: Challenges and opportunities
Session type: Panel
Section / TWG / Network: Communication Law and Policy\r

Session info:
Communication rights – and challenges thereof – have re-emerged as a topic of public discussion,
policy negotiations, and academic analyses. While earlier global debates, often driven by the United
Nations, addressed basic issues such as freedom of expression, and the right to information, the
Internet and mobile communications have re-ignited discussions on issues such as digital divides,
intellectual property rights, surveillance, and the right to be forgotten. The core rights expressed in
decades-old human rights declarations – access to information, availability of diverse information and
voices, the privacy of communication, and possibilities for dialogue – are all being challenged in the
digital era (e.g., Ala-Fossi et al. 2019). Public service media (PSM), with varied national multimedia
reiterations and often including presence in commercial global platforms (e.g., Głowacki & Jaskiernia
2017), are faced with new challenges to citizens’ communication rights in a variety of ways. Dilemmas
relate to the online presence of PSM (e.g., Hildén 2013) as well as to specific issues of audience
participation and copyrights (e.g., López-Cepeda et al. 2019), the universality principle and
personalization (e.g., and serving all audiences, including younger generations (e.g., Vanhaeght &
Donders 2016). However, increasingly, the very concept of public service media is being challenged
by governments and commercial competitors alike, both in emerging and mature PSM contexts
(Voltmer 2013, Wilson 2020; also Dragomir 2018). Critical issues facing communication rights are
especially pertinent to PSM as that is de facto an institution traditionally charged with the
implementation of communication rights for citizens in a democracy (Horowitz & Nieminen 2016). This
panel addresses the role of PSM vis-a-vis communication rights by discussing core challenges and
opportunities: Both in terms of the ‘right’ to PSM to exist, but also in terms of the rights for which it
ought to exist in the digital era. The panel will offer an overview of critical issues in Europe from
several perspectives: It will address the concept and practices of media capture in the context of PSM
as well as offer a detailed country case study on challenges of achieving public service media in a
particularly arduous political climate. It will also discuss how political parties across Europe approach
PSM, as well as how both EU and national legislation affect the online activities of PSM organizations
around Europe. Finally, based on a series of multi-stakeholder workshops on PSM and policy
innovation, the panel will highlight some key areas and specific opportunities for public and
organizational policies to support and reinvigorate citizens’ communication rights.

Chair
 Minna Horowitz, Finland

PN 037: Key dilemmas and collaborative opportunities for PSM policies in support of
communication rights

 M. Horowitz , H. Nieminen , .
University of Helsinki, Media and communication studies, Helsinki, Finland.
University of Westminster, Westminster School of Media and Communication, London, United Kingdom.

A. D'Arma1 1 2
1
2
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PN 038: Achieving public service media in Poland: Mission impossible with the Party of
Law and Justice?

 K. Donders , .
Vrije Universiteit Brussel, Department of Communication Sciences, Brussels, Belgium.
University of Warsaw, Faculty of Journalism, Warsaw, Poland.

M. Glowacki1 2
1
2

PN 039: Media Capture and Public Service Media: Challenge to Communication Rights

 .
Central European University, Center for Media Data & Society, Vienna, Austria.

M. Dragomir1
1

PN 040: Public Service Media as a political issue: towards a European public sphere?

 , F. Campos-Freire , A. López-Cepeda .
University of Santiago de Compostela, Departemento de Comunicacion, Santiago de Compostela Galicia,

Spain.
University of Santiago de Compostela, Ciencias de la Comunicación, Santiago de Compostela, Spain.
Universidad de Castilla-La Mancha, Facultad de Comunicación, Ciudad Real, Spain.

M. Rodriguez-Castro1 2 3
1

2
3
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Session Details

Wednesday, September 8th, 09:00 - 10:30, Room 10

Session code: CLP04
Session title: Regulating platforms, building trust
Session type: Parallel Session
Section / TWG / Network: Communication Law and Policy\r

Chair
 Marko Milosavljevič, Slovenia

PP 299: Algorithmic editorial independence: The legal implications of editors’ changing
roles in an automated newsroom

 .
University of Amsterdam, Institute for Information Law, Amsterdam, Netherlands.

M. Van Drunen1
1

PP 300: Consolidation of trusted news voices: Regulation in an era of global platforms

 , T. Dwyer .
University of Technology Sydney, Centre for Media Transition- Faculty of Law, Sydney, Australia.
University of Sydney, Department of Media and Communication- Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences, Sydney,

Australia.

D. Wilding1 2
1
2

PP 301: The soap box is a black box: Regulating transparency in social media content
recommendation

 .
University of Amsterdam, Institute for Informatic, Amsterdam, The Netherlands.

P. Leerssen1
1

PP 302: Building trust and empowering users on social networking sites. Identifying
and testing governance-options to strengthen users’ digital media literacy

 , F. Oehmer .
University of Fribourg, Department of Communication and Media Research, Fribourg, Switzerland.

S. Pedrazzi1 1
1
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Session Details

Wednesday, September 8th, 15:00 - 16:30, Room 10

Session code: CLP05
Session title: The Nordics: Countries Formerly Known as Media Welfare States?
Session type: Panel
Section / TWG / Network: Communication Law and Policy\r

Session info:
The concept of Media Welfare State is a composite model based on two corner stones: typology of
three media systems (liberal, polarized pluralist and democratic corporatist) introduced by Hallin and
Mancini (2004) and Esping-Andersen’s (1990) typology of liberal, conservative and social democratic
welfare states. Unlike Hallin and Mancini, Syvertsen et al. (2014) interpreted the similarity of Nordic
media systems as distinctiveness based on Social Democratic welfare state ideology, which was
formulated as four pillars: universally available communication systems, institutionalized editorial
freedom, extensive cultural policy for the media as well as consensual policy-making and
compromises between the key stakeholders. (Engelstad et al. 2017)During the last five years, the
concept of media welfare state has turned out to be a very useful tool for understanding the
development of Nordic media systems, but at the same time the contradiction between the model and
present-day reality in Nordic countries has been increasing. The transition of the welfare states into
competition states started already in the late 1970s (Jessop 2002), and the political identity of Social
Democratic welfare state between socialism and capitalism collapsed with the Soviet Union. In
Finland, the collapse was also economic and accelerated the transition towards competition state
(Alasuutari 2004). Today, Nordic Social Democracy is in deep crisis and Sweden has become the
most unequal class society in the region (Therborn 2018). In this polito-economic context, the rise of
right-wing populists also in the Nordic countries should not be surprising at all.This panel examines
the developments of media and communication policies in all five Nordic countries including Iceland,
which has never been identified as a media welfare state. Our intention is to study, to what extent any
of the Nordic countries would clearly meet the basic qualifications of media welfare state. At the same
time as each of the papers analyses the national policies and decisions within the Nordic context,
evaluating the importance of similarities and distinctions, each of the papers from the four largest
Nordic countries, Denmark, Finland, Sweden and Norway have also a special emphasis on one of the
pillars of the media welfare state model. We argue that the legacy institutions of the media welfare
state have already lost the control over digital infrastructures. In addition, we argue that despite long
shared tradition, the Nordic countries have also some fundamental distinctions in their relationship to
the freedom of speech and editorial independence. In addition, we ask what is left of the extended
cultural policy on the media in Sweden and elsewhere in the region – and to what extent the industry
has already taken over the media policy formation processes? Finally, we ask whether Iceland has
ever been a Nordic media system - and have the rest of the Nordic countries already passed the age
of the media welfare state?

Chair
 Marko Ala-Fossi, Finland



 Fredrik Stiernstedt, Sweden

PN 084: Iceland: A Nordic media system?

 .
University of Akureyri, School of Humanities and Social Sciences, Akureyri, Iceland.

B. Guðmundsson1
1

PN 085: From welfare regime to digital momentum –digital power structures and
internet regulation in Denmark

 , S. Flensburg .
University of Copenhagen, Department of Communication, Copenhagen, Denmark.
University of Copenhagen, Department of Communication, København S, Denmark.

S.S. Lai1 2
1
2

PN 086: An Interregnum in Scandinavian Media Policy? Sweden as a Post-Media
Welfare State

 , P. Jakobsson , J. Lindell .
Södertörn university, Culture and Education, Huddinge, Sweden.
Södertörn University, Culture and Education, Huddinge, Sweden.
Karlstad University, Faculty of Humanistic and Social Sciences, Karlstad, Sweden.

F. Stiernstedt1 2 3
1
2
3

PN 087: Silence is Golden? Finnish-Chinese relations and freedom of speech in
historical and Nordic context

 , K. Lehtisaari , R. Neuvonen , R. Pöyhtäri .
Tampere University, Faculty of Information Technology and Communication Sciences, Tampere, Finland.
University of Helsinki, Faculty of Social Sciences, Helsinki, Finland.
Tampere University, Faculty of Management and Business, Tampere, Finland.

M. Ala-Fossi1 2 3 1
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2
3
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Session Details

Wednesday, September 8th, 17:00 - 18:30, Room 10

Session code: CLP06
Session title: Multiple streams: platformisation, citizens and public interest
Session type: Parallel Session
Section / TWG / Network: Communication Law and Policy\r

Chair
 Corinne Schweizer, Switzerland

PP 489: When platformization challenges communicative rights

 .
Tampere University, Faculty of Information Technology and Communication Sciences, Tampere, Finland.

E. Sirkkunen1
1

PP 490: Multiple streams in the Lithuanian media policy

 .
Vilnius University, Faculty of Communication, Vilnius, Lithuania.

D. Jastramskis1
1
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